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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: 1) to investigate the present state, problems
and needs of developing the understanding, awareness .and participation in conserving
the Protected Forest through the use of Kabut=Chiangwaen village, Thakhek district,
Khammuan province, Lao People Democratic Republic as a case study, 2) to create a
strategy to develop understanding, awareness and participation in conserving the
Protected Forest, and 3) to assess-the strategy to develop understanding, awareness
and participation in conserving the Protected Forest. The target group comprised 45
people. The instruments-used in collecting data were a structure interview guide and a
rating scale questionnaire. Statistics used in analysis of data were frequency,
percentage, mean.and standard deviation.

The findings revealed as follows:

1. The current state of conserving the Protected Forest was found that the
Protected Forest of Kabut-Chiangwaen village was destroyed a lot. The
resourcefulness of the Protected Forest declined. The problems of conserving the
Protected Forest were found that people lacked knowledge and understanding of
conserving the Protected Forest such as rules and regulations of the Protected Forest.
The extent of the Protected Forest areas was not clear. There was a lack of serious
participation between people and the government sector concerned. As for the needs

of conserving the Protected Forest, it was found that people wanted youths in the



community to have awareness of conserving the Protected Forest. They needed the
concerned government agencies to be united in action and spirit in restoring and
maintaining the Protected Forest. They desired that people in the community should
have correct knowledge and understanding about conserving the Protected Forest and
should have a network for conservation and protection of the Protected Forest. The
development guidelines for conserving the Protected Forest are to hold a workshop for
providing knowledge and understanding to people in the community concerning
sustainable conservation of the Protected Forest, rules and regulations of conserving
and preventing invasion of the Protected Forest, patrolling in conserving the Protected
Forest, arranging activities to raise awareness to the public especially the youths in the
community in conservation of the Protected Forest, creating-a conserving network for
preventing invasion and emphasizing, maintaining and caring the Protected Forest
through the participation between t the government sector and the people in the
community.

2. The strategy to develop understanding, awareness and participation in
conserving the Protected Forest by taking Kabut-Chiangwaen village in Thakhek as a
case study comprised 3 projects of strategy: 1) holding a workshop of providing
knowledge and understanding to people in the community concerning sustainable
conservation of the Protected Forest through the study of rules and regulations of
Protected Forest conservation, 2) arranging activities of raising awareness to people
especially theryouths in the community for conserving the Protected Forest, and 3)
creating a network for conserving and preventing invasion of the Protected Forest
emphasizing recovery, care and maintenance of the Protected Forest through the
cooperation between the government sector and the people in the community.

3. The result of assessing the strategy to develop understanding, awareness
and participation in conserving the Protected Forest showed its appropriateness at high

level.
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