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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were: 1).to investigate the level of public
participation in the Choodsoum Area Development Project implementation,
Xaybuathong district, Khammouane province, Lao PDR, 2) to examine the level of
effectiveness of the Choodsoum Area Development Project implementation, 3) to
compare public participation and effectiveness of the Choodsoum Area Development
Project implementation, and 4) to inquire into the influence of public participation on
effectiveness of the Choodsoum Area Development Project implementation. A sample
was 370 people in the target villages of Choodsoum Area Development Project. The
instrument used in data collection was a questionnaire which had a reliability
coefficient of .853, and statistics used in data analysis were frequency, percentage,
mean, standard deviation, t-test, one-way ANOVA and Pearson’s product moment
correlation coefficient.

Findings of the study revealed as follows.

1. The overall public participation in the Choodsoum Area Development Project
implementation was at moderate level (X = 2.97). When considering each aspect, the
aspect that gained the highest mean score was participation in operation (X = 3.63)

which was at high level, followed by the aspect of participation in decision-making



(X = 2.76) which was at moderate level. The aspect that gained the lowest mean
score was of participation in evaluation (X = 2.56) which was at moderate level.

2. The overall effectiveness of the Choodsoum Area Development Project
implementation was at moderate level (X = 3.28). When considering each aspect, all
of which were at moderate level. The aspect that gained the highest mean score was
of service quality (X = 3.38) which was at moderate level, followed by the aspect of
use of resources to achieve maximum benefit (X = 3.36) which was at moderate
level. The aspect that gained the lowest mean score was of innovation (X = 3.18)
which was at moderate level.

3. Public participation had an influence on effectiveness of the Choodsoum

Area Development Project implementation. Four independent variables could jointly
explain 66.8% of variance of effectiveness of the Project implementation at the .05
level of significance. Those variables include: participation in operation, participation in
evaluation, participation in decision-making and participation in receiving benefit,
respectively.

4. Guidelines for the development of public participation and effectiveness of
the Choodsoum Area Development Project implementation include: 1) Evaluation is
important for measuring the efficiency and effectiveness of a project, so there should
be parallel assessments of activity monitoring in order to develop tools and procedures
for attracting more people to participate; 2) the instruments should be improved to
address more efficiently. Modern techniques and methods should be applied to the
operation. Preparation of new activities and new ways should be made to attract more

public participation.
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