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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: 1)-to investigate factors affecting the poor
households in Boualapha district, 2) to-analyze and synthesize the environment of the
poor households in Boualapha district; 3) to create a feasible and appropriate strategy
for developing the households. in Boualapha district to be freed from poverty, and
4) to confirm that the strategy for developing the households to be freed from poverty
is feasible and appropriate for using. The mixed research method was used with
quantitative methed using questionnaire, and qualitative method using focus group
discussion, in—depth interview and participatory workshop. A sample of 81 people
included 30 representatives of the poor households, 30 household representatives
who were freed from poverty, 19 government specialists, and 2 community leaders.
Statistics used in data analysis were frequency, percentage, mean and standard
deviation.

Findings of the study were as follows:

The factors that affected the poor households consisted of 7 factors:
1) Education. Most poor households were uneducated. The village was far away to

walk to school. 2) Public health. There were no public health service facilities in the



village. 3) Food. There was little arable land. They needed to rent it. Drinking water
usually came from natural water sources. 4) Housing. Houses were made from non-
durable materials. Most of them had no toilets and electricity. 5) Transport. The traffic
mainly employed foot-paths. 6) Information. There was no news distribution tower in
the village. 7) Income. In each household, there was only one member who could earn
money, usually from a typical job for wages or agriculture. They had no savings and
had income lower than 6,000 baht per year. All the households had debts.

The environment of the poor households found that it had strength and
opportunities in the following: Strength: 1) Ethnic diversity. 2) Bio-diversity. 3) Eco-
tourism development. 4) Lao-Vietnam cross-border point. 5) The building of ethnic
market. 6) The people are ready for development. 7) There are a lot oflocal wisdom in
the village. 8) The support for development from private businesses under the SCR.
Opportunities: 1) Foreign aids. 2) Sustainable Development. 3) State development
policy. 4) State policy to support ethnic groups under the socialist ideology.

The strategy created for the development of the households to be freed
from poverty includes the following aspects: 1) Education. People have the basic ability
of reading and writing. 2) Public-health. People have the basic knowledge in caring for
themselves. 3) Food. People have food security and hygienic nutrition. 4) Housing.
People have a safe and sanitary house. 5) Transport. Roads are built to connect
villages. 6) Information. Effective communication systems are built to connect every
village. 7) Income. The income of the poor households is increased to be freed from
poverty.

Upon the confirmation of the strategies to develop the households to be
freed from poverty, it found that the overall strategy was at the highest level
(X = 4.70). When considering each aspect, all of which were at the highest level
based on the descending order of the mean scores of the strategies as follows:
education (X = 4.81), public health (X = 4.77), food (X = 4.75), housing (X = 4.67),

transport (X = 4.65), information (X = 4.62), and income (X = 4.60).
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